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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Sir 

In response to the restriction requirement mailed January 28, 2005, Applicants 
elect with traverse Group I, Claims 1-26, 31, and 32, for examination. 
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The restriction requirement mailed 1/28/05 required restriction to one of the 

» 

following inventions: 

I. Claims 1-26, 31, and 32, drawn to a composition, classified in class 

528, subclass 176; 

n. Claims 27 and 28, drawn to another composition, classified in class 

525, subclass 242; 

m. Claims 29 Mid 30, drawn to a composition / method of making (after 
reaction), classified in class 525, subclass 132; 

IV. Claims 33 and 35, drawn to a composition comprising the composition 
of group I and a flame retardant, classified in class 528, subclass 179; 
and 

V. Claims 34 and 36, drawn to a composition of group IV after reaction, 
classified in class 525, subclass 255. 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the restriction requirement and 
recategorization into three groups. Applicants recognize that restriction practice seeks to 
avoid multiple searches. However, MPEP 803 provides that if the search and 
examination of an entire application can be made without serious burden, the Examiner 
must examine it on the merits, even though it includes claims to independent or distinct 
inventions. While Applicants would welcome search and examination of the entire 
application, they respectfully assert, at a minimum, that there are no more than three 
searchablv distinct inventions in the pending claims. Specifically, Applicants assert that 
Groups I and in can be combined and Groups IV and V can be combined, all without 
increasing the search burden on the Examiner. Note, in particular, that the searchable 
compositional limitations of Group I are the same as those of Group HI, so these groups 
of claims may be searched together with no additional burden on the examiner. 
Similarly, the searchable compositional limitations of Group IV are the same as those of 
Group V, so these groups of claims may be searched together with no additional burden 
on the examiner. Accordingly, Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of the 
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restriction requirement and restriction to three new groups corresponding to (1) present 
groups I and III, (2) present group II, and (3) present groups IV and V. 

It is believed that the foregoing remarks fully comply with the Office Action. 

If there are any additional charges with respect to this Amendment or otherwise, 
please charge them to Deposit Account No. 07-0862 maintained by Assignee. 



Respectfully submitted, 



CANTOR COLBURN LLP 
Applicants' Attorneys 




7, Michael Buchanan 
Registration No. 44,571 
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